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Abstract: To reduce the substrate cost of spermidine synthesis, the feasibility of synthesizing spermidine in vitro from
aspartic acid was investigated, and a multi-enzyme cascade catalytic system for in vitro spermidine synthesis was constructed.
Through gene editing, aspartate kinase (AK) and aspartic-f-hydroxamate dehydrogenase (ASADH) from Escherichia coli,
carboxyspermidine dehydrogenase (CASDH) from Agrobacterium fabrum str. C58, and carboxyspermidine decarboxylase (CASDC)
from Campylobacter jejuni 81116 were overexpressed in E. coli to obtain the crude enzyme solution. Spermidine was successfully
synthesized in vitro from aspartic acid and putrescine using a multi-enzyme cascade catalytic system. The factors influencing enzyme
expression conditions, namely ODg, at induction, final IPTG concentration, induction temperature, and induction duration,
were systematically investigated. Concurrently, the enzymatic properties of AK and ASADH, including optimal temperature,
thermal stability, optimal pH, and metal-ion dependence, were comprehensively characterized. Using the optimized system,
12.72 mg-L™" spermidine was ultimately synthesized from 0.44 g-L" (5 mmol-L™) putrescine and 0.665 g-L™ (5 mmol-L™) aspartic
acid feedstocks. The feasibility of spermidine synthesis from inexpensive aspartic acid via an in vitro multi-enzyme cascade was
demonstrated. This study provides valuable insights for further research on the in vitro production of spermidine.
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Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this study

Bk Rk Hhix e
E.coli strains BL21(DE3) JAVEE £ H BioSci
pET30a-CASDH 4573 A B CASDH #9 pET30a 4 2R A AR
PRSFDuet-CASDC 454 A B CASDC 49 pRSFDuet /i 2 e RN
pET30a-AK 3 LA AK 49 pET30a /i %2 o N
pET30a-ASADH 45 % A B ASADH #) pET30a /i 42 R )
ESI 15 % ks pET30a-AK # X %A4F % BL21(DE3) AHF R A
ES2 4% % F ¥ pET30a-ASADH #) K% 4F # BL21(DE3) ARHR A
ES3 4% % F ¥ pET30a-CASDH %) X 41 # BL21(DE3) ARHR A I
ES4 3% % Fi 42 pRSFDuet-CASDC #9 X ##F # BL21(DE3) AR A
ES3-1 4% % Sz pET30a-CASDH #= pG-KJES 49 X #4f#§ BL21 (DE3) AFFRAIE
ES3-2 4% % Ji ¥ pET30a-CASDH #= pGro7 #) K #4F & BL21 (DE3) RAFFANE
ES3-3 1% % Ji ¥ pET30a-CASDH #= pKJE7 44 X 4T BL21 (DE3) AR A
ES3-4 %3 i %2 pET30a-CASDH #» pG-Tf2 #) X 4T BL21 (DE3) AR
ES3-5 4% % S #2 pET30a-CASDH #= pTf16 49 K 4T BL21 (DE3) BRI
ES4-1 45 % i #2 pRSFDuet-CASDC #= pG-KJES #) K 4F & BL21 (DE3) KB A
ES4-2 15 % Ji 42 pRSFDuet-CASDC #= pGro7 4 X 4F# BL21 (DE3) KA FE
ES4-3 4% % F ¥ pRSFDuet-CASDC #= pKJE7 49 K 4T # BL21 (DE3) AR A
ES4-4 4% 4 iUk pRSFDuet-CASDC #= pG-Tf2 49 K M4F # BL21 (DE3) R FANE
ES4-5 4% 4 i 42 pRSFDuet-CASDC #= pTf16 #) K#4F# BL21 (DE3) RHF A
pG-KJES A 5 F A8 A dnaK-dnal-grpE. groES-groEL #) pACYC i 4 TaKaBa
pGro7 AA T A48 B groES-groEL #) pACYC Ji#x TaKaBa
PKIE7 S - F BB dnaK-dnal-grpE 4 pACYC ks TaKaBa
pG-Tf2 A T8 B groES-groEL-tig 49 pACYC Ji e TaKaBa
pTfl6 B TR Tig 49 pACYC ks TaKaBa

E: ALRASRERMANZTRAEWIAT. PR A E NCBI % 5 2 5 4 : AK, AP009048.14235474-4236823 (-) ; ASADH,
NC_000913.3-3573775-3574878 (-) ; CASDH, AAK89265.1 ; CASDC, WP_002877469.1.

133 ZAREGAEKXMATHBL2] (DE3) kL

I F R ES1.ES2.ES3.ES4 I H &% 2% (¢)
FE A R 2 50 mL LB 955, 37 ‘CiG{k 12 h,
¥ 1% () HIHERERE 100 mL 54 Kan B, Amp ]
LB #5925 1. 24 ODgy 1% 5 0.9 B, F 0.4 mmol-L"
IPTG ¥ S ##k, JH7E 20 ‘C. 200 r-min' & T 5%
£ 20 he fKIEEC (8000 g, 10 min, 4 °C) YR IK,
)5 R T 50 mmol-L' PBS Z2yy (pH { 7.4) .

JE R P AR AR (T2 300 W, ik TR] L
fE3s, ARG S s, ALFE 20 min), B 48 B $2 HU ) LA
13000 g 50> 3 min DAy B4R meE Ao A5+ ke Je b
B — 5% TR0 Ik B gt i FL vk (SDS-PAGE) 43 #1 L1
WAIPTTE »
1.3.4 AK. ASADHEZ MR #90) &

BEARTE R MR R BT AR E (20~60 C) Rt

T AR IR B o 7R AN [R) 1) 28 1 P i o A S B
pH {H, ATHZMECAITER - RN E R (pH
{8 3.0~6.2), BFERE 8N - BFIR S BAZ i (pH 1H
5.8~8.0), BREREN — Bk IR EANZZ P (pH {H 9.2~10.8),
2 9 0.1 mmol-L™' F1 1 mmol-L™ () Ca™". Mg™"\
Zn’. Cu™'. Fe*'. Mn™. Co™". Ni*". Fe'" 45l hn F
JNEAA Z R DU 58 4 R T I R o
135 o7k
1.3.5.1 AK. ASADHF A5

KABNETER — ALK IR P2 K 5 AK 34 .
FREGE B 1 L-Asp, I & 38.67 mmol-L™ M £HK .
FREUE & ATP, Jit & A% 70 mmol- L™ ¥4 2 1 4 B VA Tk -
MREGE R KC1, Bl 2.94 mol- L' S TV . FREUE
BN, BE 2mol L' FIKHIEW. BiiE 0.37 mol-L"
FeCl-0.2 mol'L"' TCA V. WM& RWFE 2 Fion.
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Table 2 Reaction system for Aspartate Kinase activity assay

KA ARAR/mL
L-Asp 0.3
ATP 0.1
KC1 0.2
Hydroxylamine 0.2
Tric-HCI (pH 1& 8.0) 0.1
AK 0.1

RLGAT: %MK 2 Fonic B R AR R, EET
JZ M 10 min, fA 0.37 mol-L" FeCl,-0.2 mol-L™' TCA
W1 mL &b B, B (9500 g, 3 min) B EiE.
£ 540 nm Rl s B AR R - SRS ERIC &) (Iron-
hydroxamate Complex) [ & K Il '€ AK K& P, B
WAL U N, fE EIREMET, S0 e
Ji 1 pmol KA RR-B-F2 IR 1A i ey — AN BS S A

K Fl NADPH £ Ul v: 2 46 5 ASADH [ 3514, &
B3 & (1) NADPH fit & 6 mmol-L™" U4 EEIA W, A
WS AK AT AR . BT AR REI K 3] L- R AR
1% -4- 1§ /% (4-phospho-L-aspartate) 1y ASADH ff]Ji5
Yy, K AK AT L-Asp I8N E e MAK &2, LA
B L- RAR IR -4- TR . BRS E R 23k 3 R

* 3 REEBRHEEENEREER
Table 3 Reaction system for Aspartate-f-semialdehyde

dehydrogenase activity assay

il A2 /mL
L-Asp 0.3
ATP 0.1
KCl1 0.2
NADPH 0.05
Tric-HCI (pH /& 8.0) 0.15
AK 0.15
ASA 0.1

P HEER 3 R BCE R VAR R, &l N R 10 min,
7F 340 nm F ¥ I NADPH (1) Wt > W 25, kil 5
ASADH 35, BEE 194 U 2 3R, fERIREMET,
4P AL 1 umol NADPH Ak il 5 (B RN 1 /Nl
1AL
1.3.5.2  MEAH AN 77 2

K FH OB 3 (HPLC) AT R I FF 38
of PR S AT AT A, i A . SHIMSEN Superb 11
C18, #EiE:30 C, id: | mL-min', Wizhil AN
90% ¢ 2 /110% ¢ (£ 0.1% ¢ Z 1 0.01 mol- L™ 2
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FREE D TEBIH B 9 10% ¢ L1 /90% ¢ (55 0.1% ¢
LR 0.01 mol- L ZWREEWO™ . BEFELL AL T I
#* 4,
x4 HHEBIERHERF
Table 4 HPLC elution program
B 4] /min
0 22 25 32 3201 37
AANAR A% () 60 8 100 100 60 60
RhA B/% () 40 15 0 0 40 40

20 A%,

1.4 CASDH. CASDCE 4 F1E{e ty %k

il & ES3. ES4 B K &2 &40 M, % 5 Fh 4
TR TR AL B LI | 4 B2 S i, 37 C
200 rmin ' FAF A TH KRR IR B IR E R ODgy M
0.7 BF, 43 5N &M 0.4 mmol-L' ) IPTG, i
A pG-kJES. pGro7. pKIJE7. pTfl6 % 7> 1 f# 18 Fr 7
7S L-PU R (KRR E 0.5 mgmL ™D 5 JIA
pG-Tf2. pG-kJE8 fir 75 5 S /M U A 38 (2 it & IR &
SngmL ) #HIFESRE, FHIFEMERN20 T,
200 rmin ' PR IE 20 he FSEEHRFME R 4 CT%
£7F, 8000 g B0 10 min, Fifsi B3, UHEDTEE, H
—E & ¥ 50 mmol-L"' PBS (pH 14 7.4) 2% M 75 4
BVRUUUE, FEUKIE 560 N AT A e . 13 000 g
B50 3 min L2 B4Ry, KA SDS-PAGE £l .

1.5 AK. ASADHZX 3k 4 4tk b

NT W E B B E S R, BE A T ODggon
IPTG W IR MG S e . Fra B &84 250 mL
HEF AT 0L .
1.6 HIELE

K F SPSS Statistics 25 A4 #E4T Gi it 2= 0 b1, AE
H Origin 2021 32 il FHC E 2

2 HRSWE

2.1 ZERBIRR N R G A

W 1 proR, BORZEIR VAT, £ RARIRIM
i (Aspartate Kinase, AK) FIK & & R -4- 1 1 I 2
(Aspartic-f-hydroxamate Dehydrogenase, ASADH)
A T A AR R & m R, B LR RN
A, 7E R B K iz il & 8§ (Carboxyspermidine
Dehydrogenase, CASDH) Fl 2 %: W ¥ i i 2 W
(Carboxyspermidine Decarboxylase, CASDC) ] {E
FH R FLA A 9 A i
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Fig.1 The spermidine biosynthesis pathway initiated from
aspartic acid
JE: L-Asp: L- RARBL; L-Asp-4p : L- R AR -4-5FE4
L-Asa: L-RARBERFBS; Put: JMke; C-Spd: #HILTHAE; Spd
LA, AK : RAR B8, ASADH : R AR B -f-F BEL A8
CASDH : A A& AFRNLAB; CASDC : AL AR LA B

Pz 7 L2556 AK Al ASADH (1) K7 #T B ES1. ES2
HA R, BRI E R T IRIER A R AR R A,
AR T J5 SR B A I A T AR 1.3.3 i
Sk, SRR S R A AR AT S SR IE, BRI,
WEREAE, AL 20 mn, BEEAEBNEAR
FHEGWE, 3T 12 wt.% H9 SDSPAGE 43 #1 8 A A 15 M.
W& 2a i, AK F1 ASADH 7 5 2H & bk b 6k 0 5.
W5 1.3.5.1 fridJrik, # AK. ASADH [fEfLyEH:, n
Bl 2b i, AK BEREBS (AL LR A2 R4-TE R 1772k,
UEB ) AK B A ISP, Wil 2¢ s, ASADH
filf EL A5 B 2 1 A1k NADPH R fE 11, HEEEMEL A
240 U-mL " iE W14 1) ASADH BB AT HEALIEE o
TE ML EE Al b A 7 ik 3k ok B Agrobacterium
Sabrum str. C58 ] CASDH 1 >k H Campylobacter
Jjejuni 81116 ] CASDC 1) & 41 1 %", 1o & 2a fit
7, CASDH 1 CASDC 7£ # 4 B #k h Rk W] . 7E
3 Al FoKs AK. ASADH. CASDH 1 CASDC # 47
EIE, H% UM i P REL Bl B I0 N 21 S B AR & P v
CREFEM a5 mmol-L', MBS (LUEEET)
10 g'L"', ATP/NADH/NADPH/PLP 0.2 mmol-L™"),30 C.
150 rmin ' Z60F M 1 h &R . W& 2d Bk,
55 RIS A e A 5 HR AR L, SRae A I 3 1 B R
WHREREE R, RIHERAS T WAS G, VI T 2R
AL A R A i () R A 2%

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 M kDa

on

B (Agy)
j=]
g

SR

(¢}
=
1

12t
P
2 10k
=
0.8+
B o S SRR
0‘6 1 1 1 1 L 1 1
0 100 200 300 400 500 600
e /s
d 1 — SR
-------- X i ZH
PR
2 3
_J A
(‘) 5‘ IIO 1I5 2|0 2IS 3I0 3I5
B 1] / min
B 2 X & SERHEF AL S8 -4-FRERSEENRIE
R (4L i ML

Fig.2 Expression and catalytic activity verification of Aspartate

Kinase and Aspartate-f-semialdehyde dehydrogenase

7£: (a) SDS-PAGE, #if 1. 2. 3 A ES1 & H&. L&, K
. Wi 4. 5. 6A E2AHR. L. SUR, LT, 8. 9 A ES3
AW, L. . AEE 100 11 125 B ARR. B TR,
E 13 A& G maker. (b) AK BEEHINE (KR AK 6926 5k
e AK #9 SRE2B7E 540 nm T #9BREATHL ). (¢ JASADH & e (/2
ASADH 47 F NADPH /£ 340nm F#9%AH % ). (d) HPLC 947 %
BELRIRMEAC R Spd, 1: JBRE, 2. BRI, 3. Tthfk.
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2.2 AKFASADHE: = & il = T, ARG I N B E IR . Bl pH E . IR R E
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a jool 40 CXEA4 (H3a), ASADH [HHIGIRELE 20 CL
sl 1 (K 4a),
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= | 100 F
g 60
= L 80 -
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20} gz 60F
0 1 1 Il Il Il E 40 -
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W/ C 20r
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o b L/ C
goF ¢ 5
= [ T b gl - -
g 60 / - ——b
i / 80
& 40t ®
= ¢ o= 60f
20 + é
= 40r
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 .E
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 20
pHTE[ oF
c 120 . 40C 7 8 9 10 11 12
1003 *50°C pH{H
460 C 120
i 80 | C i =20 °C
g 60 1 100§ 30T
= 1 +40 C
£ 4 s sof
200 560
%
b
0 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ] -‘% 40 i
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 20}
B / h ok
d Lol O 0.1(mmol-L™") M 1.0(mmol-L") 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
120 AfTE / h
. L) WL !
< 100 d 10 [ 0.1(mmol-L™) 1.0(mmol-L™")
g 80 100
= 60 -
£ S 80
0 =z 60
0% Z 40
CG Ca?* Mg* Zn** Cu** Fe?* Fe** Mn* Co*
20
SRET
B 3 k& Sy s R 0 CG Ca* Mg* Zn* Cu** Fe** Fe** Mn* Co*
SEET

Fig.3 Enzymatic properties of Aspartate Kinase

JE: (a) RER/Z; (b) RE pHAE; (¢) BEALTM; (d)

e B TR, B4R,

N T IRFEEVELT LR, M REAR

P AN S 2 R -B- - I 5t S 1) g = PR R AT T T

80

B 4 RERER-4- FEEM SEBH B2 1E T

Fig.4 Enzymatic properties of Aspartate-f-semialdehyde

dehydrogenase

X pH B IWF 5 % 81, AK 7E pH 1H 10.0 N ik 5 &




MK EBBHT

Modern Food Science and Technology

2026, Vol.42, No.10

fEEtE (B 3b), 7F pH E 8~11 HHiE H AL (R EFE 80%
PLE. 1 ASADH 7€ pH {H 8.0 K ik 2] & & i 1
(Bl 4b). IbJ5 BE A pH A 0939 I0vE il s T B, =
pH 18 10 B} B 35 1 ) 4% 24.51%. AK {E pH {8 7 i
Tk A I e B PE Y 78.53%, pH E 8 B iE M N
1o T 5 1 1Y) 83.34%,  [F] I ASADH 7F pH {8 7 I i
Py 5t s S 1 1) 87.50%, pH fH 8 B i 1 A B %
S, RN % & CASDH 5 pH H N 7.5,
CASDC Wy i& pH M A 77", G&%5E, KRNk
ZH pH HEN 7.5.

TR E MR B, AK 7E 40 CH e &
(E 3¢), 10 h NI REFEEAET 80%, 50 THAET,
AK 7E 36 h W4EFF 70% DL 3G M. 1ZEETE 60 C
IPANERE, AP 1 h SRS SR R IR 11.04%, =
10 h 5842 2kiE . ASADH XHEEE UK (E 40, 7E
40 CHAMET 1 h JGEEIEIAR 39.01%, 30 CH%AMFF,
ASADH 7£ 10 h W4EFRF 40% LA EiETE, 20 THAETF,
10 h WEHEAE 60% LA I

K4 4 )8 B 7/ AK 3% PR & B IE 1T 5
(E 3d), M zn® X AK B B EIEER, 1mcu®
W EA B BAEIER, £ 1 mmol L' Cu®™ 435, AK
TR 41.69%. HE&EE 76T AK K
MM 5 AK MR, KZHEEE 7% ASADH A
R (& 4d), 4 1 mmol-L™' Fe*" 4b3 f5 ASADH
BTG PEA /NIRRT, HAREE S 7R — 11
BTG A R o 30K L 2 P O (0 5 o %o 5 B R 7 G
AR B

2.3 CASDH. CASDC5 5 F B £3£

W5t &K B, AT IA 1) CASDH 5 CASDC ¥4 fif
PERZ 22, A AH 24— 38 53 Bl LAAS I PEU0UE 1 T A7 L
(K 2a), XLERKFEEE 520 T CASDH 5 CASDC
FHBE R HEAGTE L. BEFERT], 2> TR R R % o Bh 40
WS, NMeReRARTEY. ¥ortes
HREARIA, e RAEMHEAERE
A IE T &, A HE R H R G 0T R,
[A It 2218 % CASDH A1l CASDC 5 K [ 11143 1 £E AR 3%
KB EOM A, i Image T X
CASDH #I CASDC 5 4 1 15 3 28 15 SDS-PAGE H
VKEHAT K BE A3 B, DA 8 B 0 ) s 1 Rk 1R 2
(R

CASDH 57 FHH R RIAZ R K 5a fiom. 5
JEUE B FRAH B, 55 pGro7 J4 33 (1 Bk 7T ¥ CASDH
PR AT 1203%, SHEes FHEALERERE
CASDH [ ] ¥ 11 5 i AN B 2. BB A [ o
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Fig.6 Optimization of induction conditions in cultivation of the recombinant strain ES1

E: BYRRANBFERF AL LA REREEZF (P<0.05). B7H.

a a
ab

I |
0.5 0.7 0.9

i% %ODGOO

a a

ab

200
00 be c
150
100
50+
0
16 20 24 28

FRWE/C

(ox

3% 71 / (U-mL™)

o

B§i%E /1 / (U-mL™)

500

400

300

200

100

300

250

200

150

100

50

be a ab
c I I I d
0.5 1.0 1.5

2.0

0.1

IPTGZ K EE / (mmol-L™)

a
b
I I c
15 20 25

PRI/ h

7 BEAFE ES2 FSIEFREMHMA

Fig.7 Optimization of induction conditions in cultivation of the recombinant strain ES2




MK EBBHT

Modern Food Science and Technology

2026, Vol.42, No.10

*® 5 IHERFELER

Table 5 Spermine conversion system

PR N
L- R AR 5 mmol-L"

J& Paz 5 mmol-L"
ATP/NADH/NADPH/PLP 0.2 mmol-L™
B (VAFARIE ) 25g-L"

%tk 50 mmol-L"' PBS (pH 14 7.5)

20 -
= 16f
=
on
£
ﬂ{ﬂ
& 8
s
B 4r

O L

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

) / h
[ 8 IFHERE 4 ¥ A ARl 2%

Fig.8 Spermine biosynthesis curve
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