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Abstract: To eliminate the feedback inhibition of acetohydroxyacid synthase (AHAS) by L-isoleucine and thereby improve
L-isoleucine production, the mechanism by which feedback inhibition in AHAS is relieved was investigated. By adopting
bioinformatic approaches, including structure prediction, molecular docking, and conservation analysis, key residue sites potentially
involved in relieving product inhibition were identified. Virtual saturation mutagenesis and enzymological characterization were

further used to select an optimal mutant, AHAS®'"™", which exhibited a 40% increase in specific activity compared to the wild-type

R175L 175L

enzyme. Subsequently, the engineered strain Cg.ILE-5-1 was constructed, which overexpressed the AHAS coding gene i/vB

and the key enzyme gene ilvA. In a 5 L fermenter, this strain accumulated 27.84 g-L ™' of L-isoleucine, representing a 300% increase

over shake-flask cultivation. The results demonstrate that the semi-rational engineering of AHAS®'™"

effectively alleviated product
inhibition and significantly enhanced L-isoleucine biosynthesis. This study provides a theoretical foundation for the biosynthesis of
branched-chain amino acids.
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Fig.1 Biosynthetic pathway and metabolic regulation of L-isoleucine
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Table 1 Strains and main plasmid used in this study
bk ks A
F- mcrA A(mrr-hsdRMS-merBC) ¢80 lacZAM15A lacX74 recAl araA139A(ara-leu)7697 galU galK rpsL
E. coli TOP 10 (StrR)endA1 nupG- merA A(mrr-hsdRMS-merBC) ¢80 lacZAM15A lacX 74 recAl araA139A
(ara-leu)7697 galU galK rpsL (StrR)endA1 nupG
E.coli BL21 E.coli B F- dcm omp T hsdS(rB- mB-) gal [malB+]K-12(4S)

Cg.ATCC 14067

Corynebacterium glutamicum ATCC 14067

Cg.ILE 3-4 Kmr, Cg.ILE 1-6/Peftu-ZK-Lrp-brnFE, B #k Cg.ILE 1-6 ¥ iT & X Jf 42 Peftu-ZK-Lrp-brFE
Cg.ILE 4-1 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN"'"™", ##k CgILE 3-4 ¥ g k34 i 4 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN"'™"
Cg.ILE 4-2 Tet', CgILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN, H#k CgILE 3-4 ¥ it & ik Fi#i pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN
CgILE 4-3 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*'"*Y, H##k Cg.ILE 3-4 it & ik /i #2 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*"*"
CgILE 4-4 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*"*", ##k CgILE 3-4 F it £ & i # pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN'*"
H CgILE 4-5 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*"*Y, ##k Cg.ILE 3-4 # it & ik & pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN“"*"
# CgILE 4-6 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN"'"™", ##k Cg.ILE 3-4 ¥ it & i& /i #2 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*'™"
Cg.ILE 4-7 Tet', CgILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®""*, H##k Cg.ILE 3-4 ¥ it & & Jf#2 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®"""™
Cg.ILE 4-8 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®'""®, H#k CgILE 3-4 ¥ 1L &k itz pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®"™?
CgILE 4-9 Tet', CgILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN">*®, Wk Cg.ILE 3-4 ¥ it & ik i #2 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN"*®
CgILE 4-10 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN***, ##k CgILE 3-4 F it £ A i 4 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN***
CgILE 4-11 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN***?, ##k Cg.ILE 3-4 ¥ it & X i #5 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN"**
CgILE 4-12 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®*", ##k CgILE 3-4 F it & & i 4 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN**"
CgILE 4-13 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®*™, ##k CgILE 3-4 ¥ it & ik 42 pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN™*"
CalLE 5.1 Tet', Cg.ILE 3-4/pEC-T18-Psod—ilvBNR”5L.-ilvA, ]75&3% Cg.ILE 3-4 ¥ it R i fi#2 /pEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBNY""-ilvA
PET-28a-his-PAR Kmr, PET-28a #9474 fi4s, A& PET28a-ilvBN &) & 14
PET280.VEN Kmr, PET-28a-his-PAR #9474 i 42, T4 REAIRATE ATCC 14067 #F £ A ilvBN
i B AR RE. s
Az PET28a-ilvBN"""*" Kmr, PET28a-ilvBN #9474 i, AT R LR ivBNYT" #9455, stk

pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*'™" Tet', 2BRA 5% B 3T sod &iA AHAS™"
pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®'™"-ilv4 Tet', 2BA 5% B 3T sod %5 AHAS™" %= TD

114 ZEMELHLE
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AHAS T IE GIvN) 1) 26~33. 67~74 X 3k Al 1L
T3 GivB) 1 107~116+ 146~151. 169~179 K ¥¥ 52
LR, B B AR E: AL BR R IL S 19 Fibs
R EMR. 2177 )E, 18T Mutation Energy Terms 7
W RARRE, R REREAE AR IHKYE Effect 1AL (o€
o At /e BT RATHRIEIRGAAAR
FasE RN, (Destabilizing) 9848 H T J5 220 53
1.2.5 AHASR TR &HRGGHZ

A C. glutamicum ATCC 14067 £ 41 DNA JREHR ,
F| F 51 ¥ pET-28a-ilvBN-S/pET-28a-ilvBN-A " 1¥ 15 |
2 410 bp B A= H i FE A ilvBN, DL pET-28a-his-PAR
N, F 5] ¥ pET-28a-S/pET-28a-A ¥ 1 15
FI| 5349 bp WEAA B, ARG A A Bodt AT IR
B, [EVRE A, B S E R A = 2 KT
W2 AR . B A S B B AR R %5 € 519 pET-
28a-ilvBN-mut-JD-S/pET-28a-ilvBN-mut-JD-A 3 1T PCR
% e I 58 BROTURL IO R B, W B3 IS 3K 43 5L pET-
28a-ilvBN. DA pET-28a-ilvBN N, FIH 514 pET-
MUT-S/ilvBN (S115W) -A Fll ilvBN (S115W) -S/pET-
MUT-A ¥ 8> 514551 4 035 bp. 3 717 bp 1) Bk,
IRJE 53 PR A Bl AT R IRl RIS 2H, B SR
[ U5 A 7 ) A B ORI M T RS2 A A . el
J&i 1 B Ak A % 58 514 pET-28a-ilvBN-mut-JD-S/pET-
28a-ilvBN-mut-JD-A #F 17 PCR % 5 Jf 5¢ 1% Jii K f) $2
B, I B 3 5 3545 Ok pET-28a-ilvBN*™Y, DL T
%, R AR 118 RUR A AHAS AL 1K pET-28a-
ilvBN*'"*" | pET-28a-ilvBN*"*", pET-28a-ilvBN"'"*", pET-
28a-ilvBN"'"", pET-28a-ilvBN°'"", pET-28a-ilvBN°'"?,
pET-28a-ilvBND****, pET-28a-ilvBN****", pET-28a-
ilvBNA™?, pET-28a-ilvBN“*", pET-28a-ilvBN"*",

12.6 AHASKIA. BAFathfl

¥ Ok D A R 1 = 4H 5T R 3 A\ & E. coli BL21
(DE3) 240N, BfEET 37 CHEmE =M+
B 9% 12~16 ho  NBE 7 5 B-PAR Pk FH 4 37 1 v B,
BefpF 5 200 pg'mL ' KA AR FK ) LB R A RE 77 5 A,
F 37 'C. 250 rmin EIE R FIRGRFRIE R L)
Ui ODgoo A 0.1 (R A0 LB, K 13 V7% A4 1 B V37 2
FEA7 100 mL TB 15773E(1 500 mL H#EFEI T, 76 37 °C.
250 rmin' Z5fF R 4REAR G RE IR 24 TR T ODygy, 1% 2
£90.6 if, [AIEFFRAR R PIIANLIRE R 0.5 mmol- L )
IPTG, BJE¥ 3R RERR 16 C, B HEMRERDT
WKL, FIRERG, WHEITENIEER. 78005 E
PRIEF BRI 5o ) FH A 7 dpt 40 L A RS 3 A 7 R AR A B
AR P Th R W E N 300 W, SRR 3 s, [AFG 3 s 1)
ki, FRERERE 45 min. BEIESE RS, K ERCT
4°C. 10 000 r'min ' 21 F &0 30 min, &R
280.45 pm JEMEEJE, L2 BR A B ) A0 M R B K
TR, SRAFETE I B AR A B, T g
J& ()% WH Hypur T Ni-IDA 6FF (His-Tag) Tji% &
JIREREAT SR AN ZHT -
1.2.7 AHAS% € #9SDS-PAGE#1

20 uL BEVE SN 1.5 mL B0, AN S ul
5xSDS-PAGE HHH bR MK, #RREG. BE, T
WK AL FE S min. WRHL 10 pL F3RACFRW, TEATH
B R T i B A INFEFLIN - 76 1xSDS-PAGE HLK 2%
M R, WOEHE N 120 V, Rk 30 min £
Zib. MNHKEBTIHEEANERRKR, BRETHD
Hrse W Gl A RO A%, et S mine FE GRS,
F 2 B8 PR PR . N tail, 75 DA Th 3 it
AEEE AT, Z R R AW 3~5 I, H
Z 1 S .
12.8 AHASEEE 47

AHAS e 1A 2 F TN B R A2 i S B FLIR, 7
ER AT, CBEFLRREE — D R AE B AR . A%
AR SRR a-ZE W VR S IR N, A2 AT e fiT AR
bt J5 i F B bR 8 AL AT AR . OB L IR S I G
T E S RO IR S, BRI E SN B
= 0 [ A R B AR AR A 1) pmol H, B A R
FAAE I AR B R RE S . ZEEER IR A BT SRR
SEWR AT 52 00 52 25 IR RS s . 7 AHAS B
D 5E B PRE  HIN L- R 52 8 R L- S & R AN
L-2 R, &R E 78 2. 4. 6. 8. 10, 20,
50, 100, 120, 150. 200 mmol-L", % FE AN E R
AHAS IS /7o FH X B S A& 48 754 2 2% 1 0 5E 1
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B s 71 5 WIUREEE T2 H.
12,9 it & XilvBNAnilvA R B A8 % i kb A 32

DL pJYS2-ilvBN 4 15 #%, FI F 5l ¥ PsodT18-
ilvBN-S/PsodT18-ilvBN-A ¥ 1 15 %] 2 413 bp H 1) %
ilvBN, L\ Psod-T18-mob2-MetY N#ifk, |54
PsodT18-ilvBN-KJ-S/PsodT18-ilvBN-KI-A 41415 5|
6 485 bp AR B, IR 5 70 3l = A v BOf#AT IR 1R
FYREH, S5 pL EHAE RFEA N E.coli Topl0 [1))8
AP, AR T EA 50 pgmL ! UK E [ LB [ 45
FREE b 37 Cik i KEFE, FIFH%5E T18-ilvBN-JD-S/T18-
ilvBN-JD-A PCR % 5€ tH IE#fi 1) 555 4 983 bp K7 J5
3% 15 Jii ki pEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN. LA pJYS2-ilvBN Jqy
B, FIH 54 T18-ilvBN-S/T18-ilvBN-A F1575 5] 153k
TS, R0 A BT IR e, [RURE A,
HY 5 pL B4R REEAL N E.coli Topl0 K24, 1%
WF&4 50 pg'mL ' PUFF KR LB B k5975 37 C
HRETR, SPAHGE R M TR R AR A R A R
AT % 58 JE SR A3 R PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN™ ™Y, DL
775, 3K 43 PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN“'**, PEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBN*"*Y PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN*'""", PEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBN*'""Y, PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®'""", PEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBN®""?, PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBND****, PEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBN****, PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBNA***®, PEC-T18-Psod-
ilvBN®**, PEC-T18-Psod-ilvBN®*"., LA & W R AT
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W7k IR B el Bl R i
1.2.11 2L

FEM AT M T & E 4P AE R 5 mL
BHISG #5331 50 mL =i, 30 C. 250 rrmin’'
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Bt Ak B 4y B A0 3R 2 ) 3 2E 5T Excel 2013,
OriginPro 2025. GraphPad Prism 9, #FZH4%fh 15 3 VT
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FERESE AR 10 A, FF@ET AN S TR Rk
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JEFHIALE. eEm/ MG, MRAENVT RETE
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Fig.2 Molecular docking results for the optimal conformations of BCAAs and AHAS
7:a: LILE, b: L-Leu, c: Val. BERKAELE, FERAAHEN; LEREARNKAMEER,

2 ZER59MH
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RN L-w AR L-E RS AHAS 2 8] (1 1E H
JIRZ AT HIWT, B Z3R19 7] BEAR BR L- 7 e A FR T
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SRAT IR AE (AR B B A ) AT X sk, % 2.1 h 5 &
f7 i (Lys72. Asnll2. Lysl49. Argl75) 4 & & 5%

JE SA Bt AL A 5 7E NCBI 204 2 (National Center
for Biotechnology Information) UL Cg.14067-ilvB Fl
Cg.14067-ilvN %R Blast [ #% 1 000 2% ilvB Fl ilvN
FeAEAT DR PR Mo DR ST 1 BRI e 5 L4 R M
] RAL 5 (B R A Th g, RSFVERS 20 KT 0.8 BIAL K

T AR AR N 255 BRIk SRS 516 S h AL, Xt
R I S BRI VR O B P, Rk, BREUR ST
BTG 13 BB PR 7 AR 20 K T 0.8 IO A, X L7 i ]
GNP X AHAS 7522 ilvN = 26-33. 67-74
AHAS f# 16 W 2 ilvB : 107~116+ 146~151. 169~179.
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Fig.3 Conservation analysis of ilvB and ilvN

iE: (a) ilvN $94RF HHT; (b) ilvB B4R BT,

2.3 AHASE e fn &4

N T RS HEE AL 2.2 YA X 38 rp sk A R k4 A
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XIH— ] 216 Fp AL T2 A /) A 5w . X35 —
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%2 RERLBEATHI2MREIMAHASRE 1
Table 2 12 different AHAS mutants with high mutation energy

B mutation mutation energy
1 WT —
2 SER115 > TRP 1.81
3 LYS149 > TRP 2.09
4 LYS149 > PHE 1.59
5 ARGI175>LEU 2.11
6 ARG175> VAL 1.73
7 GLY177 > GLN 11.55
8 GLY177 > GLU 10.37
9 ASP326 > ARG 0.58
10 ALA328 > GLN 0.86
11 ALA328 > GLU 0.7
12 GLU329 > PHE 2.03
13 GLU329 > HIS 1.66

24 AHASR R KKK HEKHMEL K

I 1.2.5 frid Jy vk M AHAS e H R R %
BEA (B 4a), FXTEREMAFBETSE, BIE 4b 0]
%0, ¥ E 4 JFRE pET28a-ilvBN 4 5| 4) pET-28a-ilvBN-
mut-JD-S/pET-28a-ilvBN-mut-JD-A PCR % 52, E 2 500 bp
BT AAAE H B R Bk, D7 %8 1B, BH)S,
TR 2 prik, Xt kL pET-28a-ilvBN HEAT M 5878, J
Ih ¥ 8 5 kL pET-28a-ilvBN*"™Y | pET-28a-ilvBN“'*",
pET-28a-ilvBN"'"*Y, pET-28a-ilvBN"'"", pET-28a-
ilvBNY'"Y, pET-28a-ilvBN°'""", pET-28a-ilvBN°""?, pET-
28a-ilvBN"¥**, pET-28a-ilvBN*** . pET-28a-ilvBN**?,
pET-28a-ilvBN®*", pET-28a-ilvBN"*",

T7 terminator_

PET-28A-ilvBN
7721 WA

[ 4 pET-28a-ilvBN R R IEHiZ R N E S
EMHH PCR EEER
Fig.4 Structure of pET-28a-ilvBN plasmid and PCR identification
of recombinant strains carrying the plasmid
v : (a) T4 pET-28a-ilvBN B i%; (b) Ji#: pET-28a-
ilvBN # 7% PCR %% A
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2.5 AHASH FK 3k 5 4t

¥ 2.4 w3k 19 10 98 A8 A& 5 KL PR % $1] E.coli BL21
(DE3) w, JFF4% I8R5 75 v pr ik 3k 4T B B 3R IA
AHAS F H1E 70 kDa DL K& 22 kDa 4 B4 A %
W, HoFEA/NTE AHAS K/ANTEFEFS(E (66.8.
18.7 kDa). J& Z:4 Fi A (1 12 4> AHAS 538 14 14 B
Fisfgith (Fs5).

a

M 1 2 3 4 5 6M 7 8 9
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—

- | s
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w

| - |
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[ 5 AHAS By fl1 8 21 32354 SDS-PAGE Hik
Fig.5 SDS-PAGE electrophoresis of other single-point
mutants of AHAS

E: (M) % @ marker; (1) PET28a-ilvBN*'"" 45 1k 49 &
& ; (2) PET28a-ilvBN""" 6,4, 44 % & ; (3) PET28a-ilvBN***
#hAk 8 & @ ; (4) PET28a-ilvBNY™™ #hikth % & ; (5) PET28a-
ilvVBNY" gt 8 &€ 5 (6) PET28a-ilvBN">® st 69 & &5 (7)
PET28a-ilvBN®®" 45 4%, ¢ & & & ; (8) PET28a-ilvBN""? 4k 1k
# & &5 (9) PET28a-ilvBN®'™" & 4, # % & ; (10) PET28a-
ilvBN"T #4009 % & 5 (11) PET28a-ilvBN''™" sttt & &5 (12)
PET28a-ilvBN™*" 4hb65 % @ .

2.6 AHASK H R % (0 iy B 5 M o A

VB R 3CBE & TR A 0 & RO 12 1 O% B,
AHAS AL M 52 31 BCAAs 1 970 b i 42 WL 1 3
A, X RRAE LR R B A A i R A A
. Wik, PLEFAER AHAS NS R, SR 290 12
Pl AHAS B EATRE AT 7L, RN E W 6
FizR.
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R 3 AHASR HRERIFES I
Table 3 Characterisation of AHAS variants and wild-type AHAS

B Fo B4 7% /(umol-min -mg ") IC,,(Val)/(mmol-L ™) IC,(Leu)/(mmol-L ™) ICs (Ile)/(mmol-L ™)
AHAS 0.90+0.01 457 49 6.17
AHASS™Y 1.0040.02 6.47 5.13 7.50
AHAS*™F 0.60+0.01 4.54 3.92 6.05
AHASMV 0.83+0.02 4.89 491 4.89
AHASR'™" 1.26+0.01 83.3 >200 >200
AHAS®™Y 1.17+0.03 43.29 52.33 56.98
AHAS® 0.99+0.04 5.53 6.221 5.12
AHAS™ 0.71+0.01 5.36 4.70 5.78
AHASP?® 0.60+0.01 3.51 3.52 6.75
AHAS"F 0.86+0.01 6.0 5.75 6.46
AHAS** 0.74+0.01 7.43 5.59 5.10
AHAS%>F 1.26+0.03 6.12 10.49 13.37
AHAS®¥" 1.60+0.02 8.12 9.23 9.03

e 5% g B .
= o )« i -
o N S BT PR N ¢

'mﬁf - : ARG32 :\ «\ { ,

£ 2 2 7] - y
5{?@%@1/ 2 JARGIT>  Ligand: L

AN e . LE L) oot S (f

g

6 12 TR TR REAM =5 AHAS HiREE

Fig.6 Schematic representation of the mutation sites of the

12 mutants with the structure of Cg.AHAS
E: R& % ilvB, RIEEH VN,
N 3 i, $ B AR AHAS #E17 € RRAL S,

TEAS A #1915 B0 K, AHAS®E. AHAS™PY,
AHASR”SV\ AHASR”SL\ AHASGngF\ AHASG329H B"]
LU Bl V& BB A R iR e, AR T 10.0%.
11.1%-+ 30.0%- 40.0%- 70.3%- 77.8% ; Fi#E =Fh %
HERIERRIR 3G N, AHAS K H RARK B R
R, Mo, B4 AHAS 20 HI7E L-4& R - &
R L-Rota BRAFAENSOL T, AR B 5 5 4.57
4.9, 6.17 mmol-L"'. AR AHAS™ Y, AHAS®'™',
AHAS®'Y, AHASP?®, AHAS™™. AHAS®*",
AHAS?! Wy i 5% 58 g b B AR R B i I A L- R
AR JoHSE AHASY T, #E 200 mmol- L™ i (1) L- 57
SRBAAEMIFAE T, A BRERIRRFFTE 90% LA I,
FHN, E 200 mmol L L- 22 & RAAAEMI 2 R, AT
BTG M AR AR R 7E 80% LA b AR 1 AHASY 7
bR T L-oem iR Lo m R RGN SIER, Hxt
L- 4 BRI 32 A P H2 5 %8 83.3 mmol-L s

B 7 4R AHAS H1 L-RREaREA TR
Fig.7 L-isoleucine-binding cavities in wild-type AHAS
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Fig.8 L-isoleucine-binding cavity in mutant AHAS®'™*"
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AR S 645 (34 NHA2 N NHD, BiMBERZ
BBV a1 i by A N T B £ 7 = - ST
KA, i R175 Flgh & 48P AHAS 1775 W% R32
TS 22 ) ) S P 8 e AT A, A4 45 6 1 AR R A A
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FEARRFEAE, AHAS KR BB SE R R0 TG 1, ik
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13 BIfRRR .
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Fig.9 Shake flask fermentation results of different strains
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bench-scale bioreactors
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