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Abstract: Blakeslea trispora is widely used as an industrial microorganism for S-carotene production due to its rapid growth
and high carotene yield per unit biomass. Carotenoids synthesized by B. trispora are extensively applied in food and pharmaceutical
industries because they meet food safety standards. Compared with plant extraction, microbial fermentation offers advantages such
as shorter production cycles and higher economic efficiency. To elucidate the carotenoid biosynthetic pathway in B. trispora and
facilitate the construction of heterologous carotenoid-producing strains, key genes involved in carotenoid biosynthesis were cloned
and subjected to phylogenetic analysis. Functional characterization of the encoded enzymes was performed using a functional
complementation strategy. Recombinant Escherichia coli strains capable of producing f-carotene were successfully constructed,
including E. coli-pAC-car G (1.90 mg-g"' DCW), E. coli-pAC-car B (0.53 mg-g" DCW), E. coli-pAC-car RA (0.27 mg-g” DCW),
and E. coli-pAC-car G-car B-car RA (0.33 mg-g"' DCW). Functional analysis confirmed that car G encodes geranylgeranyl
pyrophosphate synthase, car B encodes phytoene dehydrogenase, and car RA encodes a bifunctional enzyme with phytoene synthase
and lycopene cyclase activities. These findings clarify the roles of key carotenoid biosynthetic genes in B. trispora and provide

a foundation for elucidating its complete carotenoid metabolic pathway and for developing engineered strains for carotenoid

2026, Vol.42, No.5

production.
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Table 1 The specific sequences of the primers

HE RS il g (5-3)
F-car G ATGTTGACCTCTAGCAAATCAATTG
R-car G TTATTCATTGACACTCAAGACATCC
F-car B ATGTCTGATCAAAAGAAGCATATTGT
R-car B CTAAATGCGAATATCGTTGCTGT
F-car RA ATGTCAATACTCACTTATCTGGAATTT
R-car RA CTAATCAACAAAAAAACTCTTAATCTTTCTAGC

F-beta-Ndel-armG
R-beta-Spel-armG
F-Notl-armRA
R-Mlul-armRA
F-car B-Xhol-armY
R-car B-Kpnl-armB
F-carB-Mlul-armRA
R-carB-Kpnl-armTa
F-Ncol-ori-armemR
R-ori
F-car G-armTET
F-NA-armG
R-Notl-armNA
F-pb-seG
F-seBETA
R-crtl
F-sebetaB
R-sebetaG

CAATTCAGCGGGTAACCTTGCACATATGATGTTGACCTCTAGCAAATCAATTG
CTTGAACCCAAAAGGGCGGTAACTAGTTTATTCATTGACACTCAAGACATCC
GCAGGGAGTGAGAGCGTATCGTGAGCGGCCGCATGTCAATACTCACTTATCTGG
GCGCCAATCACAACGGTTTTTTTCATACGCGTCTAATCAACAAAAAAACTCTTAATC
CAGACGAGATAAAGGATGACTCGAGATGTCTGATCAAAAGAAGCATATTG
GCAGCGGCGGTTGGCTCATGGTACCCTAAATGCGAATATCGTTGCTG
GAGTTTTTTTGTTGATTAGACGCGTATGTCTGATCAAAAGAAGCATATTG
GAACGTCATGGCCGCCCGCGGTACCCTAAATGCGAATATCGTTGCTG
CGCCTTGCGTATAATATTTGCCCATGGTGAAAACGGGGGCGAAGAAG
TGCAAGGTTACCCGCTGAATTG
CAATTCAGCGGGTAACCTTGCAATGTTGACCTCTAGCAAATCAATTG
GTCTTGAGTGTCAATGAATAATACCGCCCTTTTGGGTTCAAGC
CCAGATAAGTGAGTATTGACATGCGGCCGCTCACGATACGCTCTCACTCCCTG
ATGGCGACCACACCCGTCCTGTG
GATGAGACGCTGCATCAGCG
TCATTGCAGATCCTCAATCATCAGGC
GCTCTGTTGAGTGTATACAACC
AATTGTCCCAAATCGATGCGG
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pAC-car G-car B-car RA

10 660 bp

1 ERBHEREBRENTER
Fig.1 Schematic diagrams of various E. coli expression vectors
JEra: RIEBAR pAC-car G ;b : KL HAR pAC-carRA ;¢ :
FIABAR pAC-car B ; d : RZ# I pAC-car G-car B-car RA.

12,6 3T EZERR

¥ TFEWE Pk E. coli-pAC-car G E. coli-pAC-car B
E. coli-pAC-car RA. E. coli-pAC-car G-car B-car RA /)
Al LA 1% [ #E R B e Fh T 54 60 mL LB AR K 77 ik
(% 60 L 5552 1, 7£37 °C, 200 rmin' [FI3EG G
FihREFE 120 5, N 60 mL LB Wik 8% 5% (& 60 uL
AER), e 12 h, RGP 7R
FERARIEEAS b3, BEARSIRMR: 1. §58E 50 mL
R, E4°C, 8000 rmin' [0 F &L 10 min, %
Fr LIEW: 2. REAUKER BRI RE, BEfS7E4 C,
8 000 r-min ' {J%&F N B0 10 min, EFF_LIER; 3.
JIN 500 pL P, % EHR % o BT IE YD, TR B e Ak
KA R A RE, AR b RO R IR R
EAEEE; 4. 7E 55 CHI&EHH AR 15 min, 05
5min 7% % 5. 7E4 C, el r & RO
10 min, W8E B3EW: 6. FIRMVIEM LG TR 3~5
FRAIE R 7. WEERTA I i O TR R s 25 3
1 mL, fRAFAE -80 CUKAE™ . FFHL 50 mL KB,
MWE AT R, SEOPT 1~2 BT kb, K18
B AR VU DAE 65 C. BOGH &M P+ 21lE
H, WRmE.
127 &EERWHRP-HPLCH 7

B-THEE N EFrMETACH] . HERIFREL 2 mg AOZSHE N
EhrdEdh, (EHNEIEZES 20 mL, #15% 0.1 mgmL ' )
P A i BEWR . AR U RE O BE D 1.250 2.5 5. 10,
20 pg-mL ' fARVE AL Z40d 0.22 pm L g R it
JE, 3E4T RP-HPLC #7321 g- 145 b~ Fhrutth -
Y=12 105X-2 561.3, R*=0.999 5.

SHECHERCY I SEIG T, HE A A ik,
J&K Scientific C18 JAHFE (250%4.6 mm, 5.0 pm) ; 254M&
MY, 450 nm 5 FBIAH, HEE : 415 :CH,CL,=85:12:3
Ivivy (& 0.4 gL Hidh iR ; W&, 1 mL-min';
R, 30 C 5 #EFEE, 20 uL.
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MRPEAE o B-HA % 210 0T VR FE A0 T o =
(Dry Cell Weight, DCW), 1154 7 40 i /5 & (1) - #
®NESE (mgg' DCW). SRS 3 AN PAT, f#
F GraphPad Prism 8 # {4 73 #r #u4 S 2 . B AN [
FREFRORHREEZESR (P<0.05).
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a 1 M (bp)

b 1 2 M (bp)
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Fig.2 Electrophoretogram of total RNA from B. trispora (+)
and B. trispora (-)
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PR PE B bR, 0 PR RR R PR SRS L RNA, 28 1% 3
REWEEE R PRI, 25 R 2 Fos. $REUEE RNA
BA =%, K SLiEm, A W B R Bk 8L
Z AR, DI EREUAM RNA Se 8k, Al AR I g
3% PCR AR o

2.2 car G. car RAFuicar B3t & 1 7 [

SRV EHAARIRE (5 M (-) BRI RNA
JIRERGIAT S e 5, % 515 2 ) RT-PCR P29 89
4 H I E R AR, 3 18 car G car B Fl car RA

HEE, 8 5] 9N : F/R-car G. F/R-car B I F/R-car

RA, 3K car G car B Fl car RA BIR/NGF N : 963
1 749 F11 827 bp. W1 3 Frox, L2kt KNG iR,
5 F A IR A TR ik AT 2lifb . 6 A B oyl v [ 3
pMD™-19T #fhrh, 753 6 4> ve B ik i 5 2 = 2
TIF. MFLERER, ZAHARHNKE () M (-
PR PRAEIX = AN SRR (B e /7 4 A AR 22 S, B
BTy 2 5, BT RAJE 858 b R A = Al
K& (H) EREF AT

1 2 3 4 5 6 M (bp)

2000
1000
800

3=mmiiRE (+) # (- ) Bk car G. carBH

car RA EE R 7EE
Fig.3 Cloning of car G, car B, and car RA genes from B. trispora
(+) and B. trispora (-)

E: KRB 1 AZFAERE (+) L& car B AR, kiE
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B, i 6H=ZFAELKE (=) L& car RAXR, #REM
7 DNA 5 FArfE.

2.3 CarG. Car RAFICar B Z 45 3t LA 0 #r

w4 Fron, 406 = A bRl R o & i 2 A
FEMIR AN (Car G). NAF ML RZMEAN (Car
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(Choanephora cucurbitarum) % N IS E b EE K
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RE PR 4 Aot AN [] 5 28 2 [R) — W ol AS [R] 3 7. 170 A7 7E 22 57
B 40 i A =Fh PSY HE[K] (PSYI. PSY2 1 PSY3),
CATE RS R AR o R A U S T

24 EAHRMKGHE

A\ Blakeslea trispora (AA046893.1)

a
100 Choamephora cucur-bitarum (OBZ82540.1)
100
Mucor circinelloides 1006PhL (EPB83040.1)
58
Ph blakesl (CAB86388. 1)
100 . .
Spinellhus fusiger (KA17869935.1)
Chl doabsidia padenii (KAIS344160.1)
Acyrthosiphon pisum (XP_001943170.1)
100 Acyrthosiphon pisun (BBU53367.1)
99 \— Cinara cedri (VVC39976.1)
0.10
b 99 Mucor lusitanicus (KAF1801032.1)
100 F Maucor circinelloides 1006PhL (EPB92112.1)
4 Parasitella parasitica (KAI8641155.1)

88| Cokeromyces recurvatus (XP_051381589.1)

Pilaira anomala (KAI9347528.1)
100 E Thamnidium elegans (KAI8061274.1)
100 “— Helicostylum pulchrum (KAI9250665.1)

Mycotypha africana (XP_052933279.1)
Gilbertella persicaria (XP_051438485.1)
A\ Blakeslea trispora (AFC92798.1)
Choanephora cucurbitarum (KAI8335650.1)
Rhizopus azygosporus (RCH86819.1)
100L Rhizopus microspolus ATCC 52813 (XP_023463652.1)
Pilobolus umbonatus (KAI8987178.1)
Sporodiniella umbellata (KAI9268747.1)
Radiomyces spectabilis (XP_051418538.1)

Syncephalastrum racemosum (ORY98923.1)
Cunninghamella echinulata (KA19308225.1)
100 Chlamydoabsidia padenii (KAI8329318.1)

_,7 Phycomyces nitens (KAI9009324.1)
96 Spinellus fusiger (KAI7871712.1)

op

—_—
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C 100 A Blakeslea trispora (AAX20903.1)
ﬁ|——|: Choanephora cucurbitarum (KAI18373981.1)
42 Gilbertella persicaria (XP_051439334.1)

Benjaminiella poitrasii (KAI9475520.1)
54 100 |— Cokeromyces recurvatus (XP_051379003.1)

Parasitella parasitica (KAI8642700.1)
100 Mucor circinelloides (AIT18238.1)
100! Mucor lusitanicus (KAF1801867.1)
72 Mucor ambiguus (GAN04491.1)

Mycotypha africana (XP_052940911.1)

PRhizopus microsporus (CEG75107.1)

Pilobolus umbonatus (KAI8975961.1)

Absidia repens (ORZ25079.1)

Halteromyces radiatus (XP_051399591.1)
Hesseltinell losa (ORX60714.1)

Cunninghamella echinulata (KAI9300496.1)
Radiomyces spectabilis (XP_051420525.1)
Syncephalastrum r (ORY91990.1)
Zychaea mexicana (XP_052982756.1)
Ph lomyces articul (KAI9278986.1)
99 Circinella umbellata (KAI7855264.1)

0.10
4 ZMHRRBELAE M RGN RGN
Fig.4 Phylogenetic tree of key enzymes involved in carotenoid
biosynthesis in B. trispora

E:a# CarRA, b Car G, ¢ # Car B. 0.10 R & &K
BBE, FIHE 10 NMRABRE S T | ARABRE AT B4k,

a(bp)Mlb(bp)M12345678

15 000
10 000

2500

1000 1 000

250
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Copm 1

:—-l —

bp) M 1 2 34

5000 . 5000
3000
3000 ; 3 000

Gbp M 1 2 (bp) M 1

1
Gp M 1 2 3

5 BTREHRMERBEEVIEHE R E % PCR £ RIKE
Fig.5 Electrophoresis diagrams for enzyme digestion of vectors
and colony PCR identification during the construction of
engineered bacterial strains

E:a. e e. h AEAREEY), b A E. coli-pAC-car G TH2
H4LF 898 % PCR 5%, d A E. coli-pAC-car RA TAZH 444k,
FeHE & PCREZ, 4 E coli-pAC-car B TR 4L F 491
EPCRAEE, ghcar GARBA (& 1) B (ki 2) FH4h
BRI ¥, i 4 E. coli-pAC-car G-car RA-car B TR H 4T H
% PCR %2

2 A T R R T R EL AR SR B, X = A IR
Ha MRS MR CHEBEHAT TS E. VIt
FIE RN pAC-BETA, 1% i ki & A & AR RR X IR
(Pantoea agglomerans) W] 7 i 4. & AL B Cert
Y. NAFEMAERLEAR (et D FINAFMALES
i Cert B) WIRIAHE. # & pAC-car G. pAC-car B,
pAC-car RA I, # A I BR 1 1% A DI g Nde 1/Spe 1.
Kpn 1/Xho 1. Mlu I/Not 1 #t4TE5 V1, 77 7919 3 9 685,
9 140 8 550 bp ML EAM; (54 F-beta-Ndel-
armG/R-beta-Spel-armG. F-car B-Xhol-armY/R-car
B-Kpnl-armB. F-Notl-armRA/R-Mlul-armRA 73 7| #" 34
HA R car G car B fl car RA &R . L [F]Y&
AR H R R AR ek, A ER
AT w2 A, WO IR 5 PRI AL 1 #EAT T 7 PCR
% 5E, 0 HfE ] F-pb-seG/R-carG. F-seBETA/R-carB.
F-carRA/R-crtl 5| ¥ %} pAC-car G. pAC-car B fll pAC-
car RA FRIEHMABATEE, I G 1 114, 3 032,
3312 bp A B ( 5by 5d. 5), X% & ERfIHAL
FREATHRBUTURL, 2800 Fp 2wl EAT IR o 0y &6 2R
N, ZANRISEARIIM BN, H TR RS 0 fr 4
A E. coli-pAC-car G. E. coli-pAC-car B+ E. coli-pAC-
car RA. #J% pAC-car G-car B-car RA i}, 7E pAC-car
RA [k poks b, I BRI N V) B Miu VKpn 1 3K
AL EAR, 18 514 F-carB-Mlul-armRA/R-carB-
Kpnl-armTa 4" 3§ 77 4 [F U5 18] car B LR, EH#Y)
AT RN E AL, %58 510N F-sebetaB/R-car B,
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TR BeKE N 1 848 bp. A EIIEMMI LT 5,
FH R4 A DI Neo UNot T3R5 26 A 4 (1 Sh),
18 FHl 51 4 F-carG-armTET/R-carG 4" 1 {5 45 [ J5 & 1)
car G # [, F-Ncol-ori-armecmR/R-ori 5| ¥4 4 car G
BE K AT 4> A BE, F-NA-armG/R-Notl-armNA 5| %) 4~
W car G B[R G0 BBy (B 5g), B =iy [RIR 1) 3
DA v BORI 2P AL B AR AT R U ARG AL, I s 9%
Ja P AL T T B V& PCR 508, € 5148 F-carG/
R-sebetaG, # KN 2372bp (K 5i). BH|IERH
THREER 4N E. coli-pAC-car G-car B-car RA, RfF
FEEF, HT R85

25 HATHAT NEREENNE

P-TE R EARAE S

25000 F E. coli-pAC-car G
I E. coli-pAC-car B
s o k'mm_ E. coli-pAC-car RA
0F M
= .
" M‘m | AR
\
-25000 & 1 L 1 L |
0 10 20 30 40 50
PREF I 8] / min
E 6 & {LF HPLC BILE

Fig.6 HPLC chromatograms of various transformants
E: AT N EMRG AR A 46.390 min; A& KMATE T
W - F N EAESIRG I A 46.288~46.544 min Z 14,

25¢

s a

@ 20t [

£

= LSt

L

810}

= b

_f@ 05F L b b

& ’__L| ’—_L‘
0.0 1 1 1 1
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TRER R

7 ERUT - PREEE
Fig.7 f-Carotene content comparison chart of transformants

E: A A E. coli-pAC-car G; B 4 E. coli-pAC-car B ;

C # E. coli-pAC-car RA, D # E. coli-pAC-car G-car B-car RA.,
B AR B FERT LRARINE LEF®EF (P<0.05).
FIH LB 5775 KB TFEH ¥k E. coli-pAC-car G

E. coli-pAC-car B\ E. coli-pAC-car RA Fl E. coli-pAC-
car G-car RA-car B, 1537 24 h J5 & HURR 14 4 1) 2 2
hFEPEAT RP-HPLC fill. 25 R EW], DL E TRk
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BT LAE R p- S b3, W 6 frax, p-tHE b Ebx
YA b [ B ) H) 46.390 min, A% B B RS2 EURE
i [ A BA B[] 7E 46.288~46.544 min 2 8], R & FF b
HEH B-EHE MR, WK 7 FTR, E. coli-pAC-car G
()7~ B fe g, 158 1.90 mgg' DCW ; HIKE E. coli-
pAC-car B, F*& 4 0.53 mg.g' DCW ; HK2E E. coli-
pAC-car G-car RA-car B, 7 & ¥ 0.33 mg-g' DCW ;
PRI E. coli-pAC-car RA, 77 0.27 mgg'
DCW. Bffi Car G B 50 F9% Je JL AR W R A A i 2 Ay
MEAERERR, Car B 11 D0RF /\ S8 i 40 31 AR A i 41
%, Car RA ZXIEe \AB ML KGN / FALLRIF
EA TG @ Ry B T P R N WA (AR
PLICK B AL IR IMU R p- 1 DR it E K =
FUAT L QB Bl B-HEE D 3R 58 A 18 B A2 K i AT
B RN AT Rk, N iRTE E A p-HE S RS
Bk RE. AR, PRl A JEAR R OE TR AR 2R
R ERBAC REA Rk H = RENE
1% HE RIE SR A% A2 W) TP IR R IE AR AE — 58 I R B B ANE M
S ETIB B U o T o 7 /R A R A E =BTt S
Ja B S A A SR SRR v ELAZ AR W) ik R AE A
A RIS TR,

3 #ip

PZ A 7 I i B = A A L ) RNA IR L
3N cDNA, Y 5ikE T = fuAmhi [R5 & R 2
NEBI=ANREIERE (car Gy car RA M car B) F45
Tr R G A W 1R b &G R Dy R AN
KW HE R IL RS, FH RP-HPLC $EAR X B 4 42 B
it AT TR g Ea . AREN, SR IRE
1) car G. car RA Fl car B FERI ) ReAH 75 40 i FR &
K% MR, H, E coli-pAC-car G TFEH I B-T
% NEEN 190 mgg' DCW, E. coli-pAC-car RA T
FEHFRR p-51E N E =8N 027 mgg' DCW, E. coli-
pAC~car B TFERIMKIT S84 M &84 053 mgg' DCW.
Ak, FeT =fAmh RERAE b &=E pos B NHE
% 1 T2 B Pk E. coli-pAC-car G-car B-car RA [1] - #
¥ NEE N 033 mg g' DCW. Z5HEY, =it
K& M car G car B H car RA FE K RESL M 5 4
FEAE 2 4H M K B R A L PR R A Dl g LARR 2R -
A N BB =04 H IR car G car Bl car RA
BRI OR A A AR S \EFL
EN N 2DV PI L AN R TEA N el AR 7 N i
B s EVE R, A p-HAEE D RARAEHI LR, F
B 1 RUR R G LR B A B B B A S ) P
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